
Dear ,

Thank you for your work in supporting young people across Canada! My name is
and I am the at .

I am writing to you today, as part of a collective effort by student leaders and youth across the 

country, to advocate for the formal adoption of Consent Awareness Week in .

As you know, sexual violence is an epidemic in Canada. Unfortunately, only 45% of 
Canadians fully understand what it means to give consent (Canadian Women’s Foundation). 
Addressing this starts with awareness, action, and accountability.

The first national Consent Awareness Week took place last year, with over 70 organizations 

hosting events across the country, and declarations made in four provinces. This year, we 

want to see Consent Awareness Week established more formally through a Private Members’ 
Bill. Please click here to find template language for the Bill.

This year’s Consent Awareness Week will take place from September 18-22, 2023. This date 

was chosen because the first six weeks of school are designated the Red Zone, when there is 

an especially significant increase in sexual violence at schools. We want every level of 
government to adopt and declare the third week of September annually as Consent 
Awareness Week. Canada would be the first country in the world to recognize and adopt this 

week to ensure that everyone feels respected and safe wherever they live, work and play.

Consent Awareness Week invites folks of all ages to have thoughtful, affirming, 
intersectional and age-appropriate conversations about consent. Responding to rejection, 
articulating boundaries, respecting bodily autonomy and active listening are valuable life 

skills. This week is a significant opportunity to reflect, champion, and celebrate consent as a 

cornerstone of all relationships, not just intimate ones.
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https://www.couragetoact.ca/consent-awareness-week
https://canadianwomen.org/blog/consent-study/#:~:text=Toronto%2C%20ON%20%E2%80%93%20November%2022%2C,it%20comes%20to%20sexual%20activity.
https://metoomvmt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/1.5.11_The-Red-Zone-Sexual-Violence-on-College-Campuses_INFOSHEET_V2.pdf
https://www.possibilityseeds.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pvVG4ZZfP0iIvwozMdS_MHeLAj3wVZD0/view


When consent is not understood and respected, the epidemic of sexual violence continues:

● There are 636,000 sexual assaults self-reported every year in Canada.

● In children and youth, 1 in 7 girls reported that another student has sexually
assaulted them.

● 15% of girls and 9% of boys between the ages of 14 to 21 identified that they have
had a sexual act forced upon them by a peer.

● At Canadian postsecondary schools, 71% of students either witnessed or
experienced unwanted sexualized behaviours in a postsecondary setting, and 41%
of all reported incidents of sexual assault were reported by students.

● In the workplace, one in four women (25%) and one in six men (17%) reported
having been personally subjected to inappropriate sexualized behaviours in 2020.

● 43.9% of survey respondents in the Respect at Work: Harassment and Violence in
Canadian Workplaces study were subjected to at least one behaviour or practice of
sexual harassment and violence while at work between 2020 and 2021.

Championing this annual initiative in will help ensure that
are safe wherever they choose to learn, work, live, and play.

Similar to other institutionalized days or weeks of significance, Consent Awareness Week is
meant to engage the whole community. We hope you will join student leaders, community
leaders, survivors, advocates, educators, and federal and municipal governments across
the country in recognizing and adopting the third week of September annually as Consent
Awareness Week. We welcome your leadership to help make Consent Awareness Week a
reality.

I look forward to hearing your response.

Many thanks and best wishes,
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2017001/article/14842-eng.htm
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/marketplace-school-violence-sexual-violence-1.5329520
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/marketplace-school-violence-sexual-violence-1.5329520
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2020001/article/00005-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/210812/dq210812b-eng.htm
https://www.learningtoendabuse.ca/research/national_survey_on_harassment_and_violence_at_work_in_canada/index.html
https://www.learningtoendabuse.ca/research/national_survey_on_harassment_and_violence_at_work_in_canada/index.html
https://www.possibilityseeds.ca/
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